
Sunday next before Lent

INTRODUCTION

IntroIt Hymn—  234  New English Hymnal

In the name of the Father,  
and of ✠ the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All respond: Amen.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

The Prayers of PenItence are introduced.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
We are heartily sorry, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life, 
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon ✠ and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

KyrIe eleïson is sung.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

GlorIa In excelsIs is sung.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to 
his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 
and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you 
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory ✠ of God the Father. Amen.

All remain standing for the collect. 
Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in 
majesty before he suffered death upon the 
cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that 
we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory 
to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings for Year B

fIrst readInG 2 Kgs 2.1–12
A reading from the second book of Kings.

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to 
heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were 
on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, 
‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as 
Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and 
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they 
went down to Bethel. The company of prophets 
who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and 
said to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord 
will take your master away from you?’ And he 
said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ 
 Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the 
Lord has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. The 
company of prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do 
you know that today the Lord will take your 
master away from you?’ And he answered, 
‘Yes, I know; be silent.’ 
 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the 



Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, 
‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.’ So the two of them went 
on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also 
went, and stood at some distance from them, 
as they both were standing by the Jordan. 
Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, 
and struck the water; the water was parted to 
the one side and to the other, until the two of 
them crossed on dry ground. 
 When they had crossed, Elijah said to 
Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before 
I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let 
me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ He 
responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, 
if you see me as I am being taken from you, 
it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As 
they continued walking and talking, a chariot 
of fire and horses of fire separated the two 
of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind 
into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying 
out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and 
its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer 
see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore 
them in two pieces. 

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

resPonsorIal Psalm from Ps 50
℟. Our God comes and will not keep silence. 

(All repeat)

The Lord, the most mighty God has spoken,
calling the world from the rising to the setting 

of the sun.
Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines 

forth;
our God comes and will not keep silence. ℟.

Before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.
He calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgement of his people. ℟.

‘Gather before me my faithful ones
who have sealed my covenant with sacrifice.’
Let the heavens declare his righteousness,
for God himself is judge. ℟.

second readInG 2 Cor 4.3–6
A reading from the second letter of Paul to 

the Corinthians.
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing. In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God. For we do not proclaim 
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 
and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 
For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out 
of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn—  177 

GosPel acclamatIon cf Mt 17.5
Alleluia. From the bright cloud the Father’s 

voice is heard:
This is my beloved Son, listen to him.
Alleluia.

GosPel readInG Mk 9.2–9
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel ✠ of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After six days Jesus took with him Peter 
and James and John, and led them up a 
high mountain by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became radiant, intensely white, as no-one on 
earth could bleach them. And there appeared 
to them Elijah with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make 
three tents, one for you and one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what 
to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice came out of 
the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to 



him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no 
longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 
 And as they were coming down the 
mountain, he charged them to tell no-one 
what they had seen, until the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

a sermon may follow.

All stand to recite the nIcene creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, 
(all bow) was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
(all rise) For our sake he was crucified under  
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life ✠ of 
the world to come. Amen.

The IntercessIons are introduced, and all 
kneel. One of these responses may be used:
℣. Lord, hear us. ℟. Lord, graciously hear us.
or  ℣. Lord, in your mercy, ℟. Hear our prayer.

At the Commemoration of the Departed:
℣. Rest eternal ✠ grant unto them, O Lord; 
℟. And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

The Intercessions end:
Merciful Father,
Accept these prayers, for the sake of your 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

All stand as the priest introduces the Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

offertory Hymn—  296 

The people unite their prayers with the priest, 
who says the Prayer over tHe offerInGs.
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice 

and yours may be acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands, for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good, and the good of all 
his Church.

Trusting in your love, Lord, we gather to 
present our offerings upon your holy altar, 
so that we may be purified by your grace 
and cleansed by the holy mysteries which we 
serve; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

eucHarIstIc Prayer
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Preface follows. 

All respond with the sanctus & BenedIctus.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 

might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he ✠ who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



All kneel. After the Consecration, all acclaim:
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; 
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.

The Eucharistic Prayer continues, and ends:
… for ever and ever. Amen.

RITE OF COMMUNION

The priest introduces the lord,s Prayer.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The priest breaks the Host; aGnus deI is sung.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: grant us peace.

The priest gives the communIon InvItatIon.
Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world. Blessed are those who are 
called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but 
only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Holy Communion is distributed.

communIon Hymn—  178 

The priest says the Post-communIon prayer.
Holy God, we see your glory in the face of 
Jesus Christ: may we who are partakers at his 
table reflect his life in word and deed, that all 
the world may know his power to change and 
save. This we ask through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

CONCLUSION

The priest gives the BlessInG and dIsmIssal.
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

… The blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.

recessIonal Hymn—  433 (omit ★ verses) 

The service may be followed by the anGelus.
℣. The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary:
℟. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 
 blessed art thou among women, 
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
 pray for us sinners, now, 
 and at the hour of our death. Amen.

℣. Behold the handmaid of the Lord:
℟. Be it unto me according to thy word.
Hail Mary …

℣. And the Word was made flesh:
℟. And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary …

℣. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God:
℟. That we may be made worthy of the 

promises of Christ.
Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech you, O 
Lord, your grace into our hearts; that we to 
whom the Incarnation of Christ, your Son, 
was made known by the message of an angel, 
may by his Passion and Cross ✠ be brought 
to the glory of his Resurrection; through the 
same Christ our Lord. Amen. 11.2.24


