
Dear friends

As Advent begins, welcome to a new Church year! And welcome to the last few days of the 
current lockdown. We emerge from lockdown at the beginning of this Wednesday, and so 
from that point on our services etc. will revert to how they were between the two lockdowns: 
i.e. we will (from Sunday of next week, December 6th) be holding our usual Sunday morning 
Masses in our two churches at the usual times, and the registration system for attendance will 
be available once again on our website. 

Due to there being a diocesan Clergy Study Day this Monday (with a three-line whip attached), 
I shall be unable to say my private Mass, or administer Communion from the Reserved 
Sacrament, that day. And by Wednesday morning we will be out of lockdown anyway. So those 
arrangements which I made during the present lockdown will now cease.

People are understandably starting to ask what will happen about Christmas services. As has 
been consistently the case throughout these last many months, we are likely to have to make 
last-minute adaptations depending upon the latest regulations and advice. The big unknown 
at the moment is whether any congregational singing will be allowed. Word on this, and on 
other relevant considerations, is still (apparently) being formulated by the powers-that-be; 
so all we can do in the mean time is plan tentatively for a range of possible scenarios until we 
know exactly what the picture is. I have had some discussions about this, but I feel it would be 
premature to state, even provisionally, what may be happening; the situation is changing all the 
time, and I don’t want to raise expectations which cannot be met, or conversely be too hasty 
in cancelling things which may turn out to be doable after all. All I can tell you for certain 
at this stage is that the Nativity of our Lord will definitely be observed, and with as much 
of our normal schedule of services and style of worship as we can manage. If you feel this is 
frustratingly lacking in detail, I can only say that I entirely share your frustration! I do, though, 
hope to be able to tell you something more positive next week.

Attached (if you receive our weekly communications by email) or enclosed (if by post) you 
should find not one but two booklets produced by the Society and the Church Union. There 
is the by-now-familiar “Saints of the Month”, and also a resource for Advent. I have printed a 
few extra copies which will be available in church if you prefer them in physical rather than 
electronic form. Whether you are able to return to church on December 6th, or will still be 
self-isolating, I hope you find the material in these booklets helpful during this wonderful (yet 
so widely disregarded) season of the Church’s year upon which we now embark.

With my prayers and good wishes
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Prayers to Remember
O God, our Judge and Saviour, set before us the vision of your
purity, and let us see our sins in the light of your holiness. Pierce
our self-contentment with the shafts of your burning love, and
let that love consume in us all that hinders us from perfect
service of your cause; for as your holiness is our judgement, so
are your wounds our salvation. Amen.

From ‘New Every Morning’.
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The Patriarchs

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set
out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance;
and he set out, not knowing where he was going.
(Hebrews 11.8)

When the author of the Letter to the Hebrews looks
for examples of people who have been steadfast in
their faith, he looks first at the Patriarchs, those
characters in the Old Testament who first grasp the
purpose and promise of God. At the very beginning of
the Bible they show us that the creator God is also the
covenant God, the God who makes promises with his
people – and these are promises that can be trusted. 

In particular he holds up the story of Abraham and
Sarah, for God intervenes in their lives to show that, not
only is he trustworthy, but that he creates life where
there was none. The Patriarchs show us that God is
faithful and to be trusted, and so they prepare us to
understand his actions in Jesus. He is the one in whom
all God’s promises are met, and God had been
preparing the way for that coming from the dawn of
creation. Give thanks for those who have prepared the
way for God in your life, those who first shared their
faith with you, and those who’ve nurtured you in the
ways of holiness.

The First Sunday 
of Advent

The Advent Wreath
‘The Light shines in the darkness and the darkness
has not overcome it’: so writes St John in his Gospel
of the coming of Christ into the world. This is
symbolised by the increasing light on the Advent
wreath, or Advent crown, as more candles are
lighted and the celebration of the Lord’s Nativity
draws ever closer. The origins of the wreath are
obscure and possibly pagan, reminding us of the
universal need for light at this darkest time of the
year, a need that Christ came to fulfil in an eternal
rather than an earthly sense. By the Middle Ages,
the wreath had developed into its present form: five
candles, one for each Sunday of Advent and one for
Christmas; three purple, one pink and one white,
following the liturgical colours of each of these days.
The circle of the wreath symbolises the unending
love of Christ, and perhaps the ever-circling year
until his return. The evergreen decorations are a
reminder of eternal life that Christ promises to those
who live in the light of his love. 
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From the Fathers
‘We do not seek glory now, in the present, but we look for future
glory, as Saint Paul instructs us when he says: by hope we were
saved. Now hope which is seen is not hope; how can a man hope
for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it in patience. Patient waiting is necessary if we are to be
perfected in what we have begun to be, and if we are to receive
from God what we hope for and believe.’ 

St Cyprian, A Treatise on the Value of  Patience


