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I make no apology that this first edition of the HAMS Newsletter is based on nostalgia but it will be more contemporary through your future contributions 

The origins of HAMS 

  
To our vague recollection the notion of HAMS began 
in 1983 and the Society was formally launched in 
1984. An initial meeting was held with the Church of 
England Men’s Society (CEMS) which did not generate 
much enthusiasm and, indeed, CEMS folded some 
months later. HAMS was the brainchild of Alex Kenny 
and a small discussion group was formed of Alex, Don 
Leppard, Richard Taylor, Peter Raddenbury and Bob 
Bending,  soon to be joined by Harry Newman, Peter 
Robson, David Davies and Peter Lyne to form a 
Committee. Harry’s civil service background 
immediately shone through by insisting on a 
Constitution.  
Surprisingly our first meeting was 
on home beer-making with a little 
tasting!! 

*** Most of the photos in these 
newsletters come courtesy of our 

late and dear friend David Davies *** 

HAMS supporting charities 
>From the early days of HAMS we have elected to 
support a local charity. For many years this was Kilmore 
House, Camberley, which was dedicated to nurturing a 
“family” of disabled Eastern refugees as part of the 
Ockenden Venture. Starting with a sponsored walk, 
then using events such as the Annual Carol Service, 
support to their own Summer fête, various concerts and 
raffles at occasions such as the Christmas dinner, some 
£6925 were raised until Kilmore closed when the 
“family” matured into the wider community. 

 
>We then adopted Phyillis Tuckwell as our local charity, 
which we still support through events such as those 
cited above: to date we have raised some £5737.   
>HAMS also held a one-
off sponsored pub crawl 
from Camberley to 
Blackwater, raising £730 
for wheelchairs for the 
local Red Cross Centre.  

Recent events 

 
The most recent HAMS event was held at Pinewood 
Centre on a 130 foot (we’re too old to go metric!!) 
long Scalextric 6-lane racetrack – a brilliant evening. 
Paul and Bryan won without even cheating! 

Hawley Fayre 
You all know that chaps have been key participants in 
the Hawley Fayre since time begun (ie. before, as well 
as during, the life of HAMS). However it is only since 
HAMS “sprung up” that we have traditionally provided 
the Fayre barbeque in our traditional corner with the 
colourful Showmen’s Tilt (kindly provided, and sort of 
constructed, by the firemen of Hanworth – also 
sourced, transported and silver-palmed by David Davies 
and Tony Evans). Well, 2014 saw a change in habit by 
engaging the expert culinary provision of the 
management of Mr Bumble Public House, Blackwater. 
Moving from burgers and hot-dogs, we saw the 
provision of Cajun Chicken, Pulled Pork, Salted Beef, 
Burgers, Hot-dogs, Chilli with/without anything you 
want (incl Jalapenos) and what a success it was!! BUT 
thanks for all the efforts of HAMS to set up, take down, 
transport and cook over many years and many years to 
come.  

 



Entertainment 
The highlight of the Hawley entertainment calendar 
was always Mardi Gras in which all Church groups 
played their part (despite the initial grumbling!). 
HAMS was, of course, no exception, with a lot of 
bizarre costumes and apt musical concoctions. 

 
HAMS frequently provided the stage show at the 
Harvest festival to complement the seasonal 
spread. 
We used to put on a mini-concert and sing-along for 
a group of friends, affectionately known as “Joyce’s 
Girls”, at a Farnborough meeting hall. 
For many years HAMS have organised a Barn Dance 
in the Memorial Hall, open to all-comers and usually 
under the direction of a local live band (Rogues 
Gallery). We have also held a number of skittles and 
10-pin bowling evenings for the Parish. 
Our Barbeques, whether in the Vicarage Garden or 
a more remote venue, have always proved popular 
come rain or shine. 

Religion in HAMS - 
after all, HAMS is a 
Christian fellowship 
society. 
 

 Our Lent talks have been provided by Clergy, whether 
it having been Fr Ivor, Fr Martyn, a number of our 
Assistant Curates or visiting clergy including Fr Barry 
(who was a HAMS member before he was ordained), 
Fr Bernard and, on one occasion, the Dean of 
Guildford Cathedral – apologies to the ones I have 
missed. In the earlier days it was typical to have a 
HAMS Mass prior to the Lent meeting – maybe we 
should revive this tradition?  

 We have also enjoyed talks from visiting lay Christians 
and non-Christians (a Rabbi, for example), as well as 
experiencing an authentic Passover supper. 

 In common with the Mothers’ Union and Walsingham 
Cell, HAMS has annually led Stations of the Cross 
during Holy Week and organised the Annual Carol 
Service in aid of charity. 

 It was wonderful that, as part of our 20th Anniversary 
celebrations, we enjoyed a beautiful Evensong in 
Keble College, Oxford, and have been welcomed for 
devotion and explanation at the RMA Chapel, the 
Royal Garrison Church and Bagshot Park (when it was 
a centre for Army Chaplains).  

Concerts 
In addition to the entertainment provided directly by HAMS, we have hosted many concerts in Holy Trinity, 
helping to raise money for church and charity and open to the wider community. Memory fails to recall all 
invited performers, but has included The Hart Male Voice Choir, Fioratura, The Camberley Youth Wind 
Orchestra, Jubilate, Lydian Singers, David Oldfield and Paul Rooke (organists), Hampshire Recorder Sinfonia, 
Boys’ Voices, Silhouette and more. Holy Trinity Church has provided an ideal venue in which to host such 
concerts so ideas for future events would be welcome as we have not held one for some time now. 
Future events (2014) 
 Wed 13th Aug: Visit to the Museum of Army Chaplaincy, Amport (am) followed by a local pub lunch. See 

Derek Bangs (07904297396). 

 Mon 8th Sept: Skittles evening (open to all). See Tony Evans (01276-32816). £14/person – reduced price for 
HAMS paid up members. 

 Fri 19th Sept: 6th Annual Inter-church Men’s quiz night, Mychett Community Centre (teams of 6). See Derek 
Bangs (07904297396). 

 Mon 13th Oct: Talk from local Trading Standards Officer. Trinity Hall 8:15pm. 

 Mon 10th Nov: Talk from Gerald Howarth MP. Trinity Hall 8:15pm. 

 Mon 15th Dec: Christmas Dinner. Venue: Mr Bumble PH unless anyone has a better suggestion. 

 Wed 17th Dec: Christmas Service of nine lessons and traditional carols, Holy Trinity 7:30pm. 
***   Please note that dates may change so please keep an eye on the Parish Weekly News   *** 

Input to Newsletter 
Any comments and corrections in terms of the content of this Newsletter would be gratefully received by Peter 
Lyne. Also any historical photographs and/or information relating to HAMS activities would be welcomed for 
possible future inclusion. I am particularly light on records of events across the 1990s. 
 


